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   Coming home, for some veterans their “battle” has just begun   isn’t just a slogan, it is a statement of fact, and one 

that has been voiced by veterans and their family members for many years. Today, having released their findings of a 15 month study, 
this statement is further validated in the July 2010 Army Health Promotion, Risk Reduction, and Suicide Prevention Report. The report 
gives us real numbers to consider, and by giving us numbers which of themselves have no emotional context, we as ministry are better 
able to focus our efforts and resources on how we can best share God’s love through our outreach programs to our veterans and their 
families. The following are some of the major issues being faced by veterans and their families. Each of the following areas is directly 
related to a spiritual divide between man and God.  

Suicide 
Suicide rates have continued to rise and exceed those found among civilians. In 2009, there were 164 soldiers known suicides, and at 

least 1,713 suicide attempts. Suicides rates among our Guard/Reserve troops now exceed those of our active duty forces. Among other 
contributing factors, this highlights the fact that these men and women do not have the same access to care, programs/services, and 
command the attention that our active duty members receive. Suicide rates among military spouses which have been on the increase 
are only now just beginning to be seriously studied. 

 

Spousal, Child Abuse and Neglect Up 177% 

The number of soldiers who committed spousal or child abuse/ neglect shot up from 913 in 2004 to 1,625 in 2009. The army concedes 
that number is likely lower than the actual number of abuses cases because many law enforcement personnel may enter the code for 
assault rather than spouse abuse when filling out their reports. 

 

Military Divorce Rates Continue to Rise 

In 2009 alone, approximately 27,312 divorces took place between married members from all active duty branches of the military. 
 

High Risk Behavior and Substance Use/Abuse 

In 2009 more soldiers died from non-combat accidents and high-risk behavior than at war. Between 2006-2009, 88 percent of non-
combat soldier deaths were due to high-risk behavior and 46 percent involved drug or alcohol use at the time of death and 20 percent 
were due to overdose. Amphetamine use doubled and 1/3d of soldiers today are taking prescription drugs including anti-depressants, 
anxiety medications, and pain killers. 

Our Commitment to Bringing Them All The Way Home  

 As we move into our third year of ministry to veterans and their families, we have taken a hard look at how we can provide them the 
care they so desperately need especially in matters of faith. On our own, we recognize that as a ministry we are limited as to the 
amount of direct care, services and programs that we alone can provide. While still providing short term counseling and assistance to 
clients, we have increased our efforts in the training of congregations, specialized outreach ministries, counselors and individuals within 
local communities in order to respond to the numbers of veterans, and family members who are in need of care. Through God’s grace 
we have remained open to the ever-changing challenges we have had to face over these few years. He has helped us to embrace 
instead of follow our natural inclination to fight, the changes that were needed in order to continue serving. God has allowed us to be 
faithful to our beliefs, as well as form partnerships with others across denominational lines. From the very beginning of our ministry, God 
has also opened the hearts and minds of those who have generously supported the LMVFM through their prayers, time and financial 
resources. Lutheran Military Veterans and Families Ministries remains committed to serving God, and to bringing our veterans and their 
families, all the way home. 

“Serving with Christ’s love, those who serve” 

Would You Leave an American Soldier Behind on the Battlefield? 

 

Neither Would We, Even When Their Battlefield is Back Home. 

 

FALL 



 US Withdraws Last Combat Troops From Iraq…. 
 

         A sense of frustration hit me in August, as the media announced that the last of our combat troops 
were leaving Iraq while leaving some 50,000 “non-combat” troops behind. Not only is the statement 
untrue, but it provides a false sense of relief for many war weary Americans. This false sense o f relief 
often makes people forget the ongoing battles that our veterans and their families continue to face when 
they come home, especially in regards to battles  of faith.  In reality, all we have really done in Iraq is change 
the name from Operation Iraqi Freedom to Operation New Dawn,  downsize our combat operations, and reduce the 
number of troops serving the next 16 months in Iraq. These “non-combat” troops, such as the 4th Brigade Combat 
Team and Armored Cavalry units who have been tapped for Operation New Dawn, will continue, as they have been 
doing over the years, to conduct combat patrols and operations with Iraqi forces, and our Special Forces troops, in 
partnership with Iraqi forces, will continue carrying our counter-terrorism raids against-insurgents.   
 

We often hear the question “how long do you think this ministry will be needed once the war ends?” and this is at 
the heart of my frustration when I hear that we’ve withdrawn all of our combat troops from Iraq. The question 
reminds me that we as a nation often forget that there are more than 23 million veterans among us who have 
fought our nations battles across a great span of time, and that many are still fighting their own personal battle to 
come home from a war fought long ago. Today, more than any other time, we need to focus not on how long our 
ministry will be needed, but on the ways we can keep our ministry and others moving forward as we continue 
serving the needs of our veterans and their families in His name.  From the desk of the Executive Director, Leslie Haines 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

with these new neighbors to minister to our 
underserved and neglected military veterans 
and their families and thereby enhance and 
make more effective our own ministry. 
 

 
 
 

 

                   Moving Forward in Faith,  
                 LMVFM Signs Lease 

 

      Board President, Susan Till, and Executive Director Leslie Haines of 
the Lutheran Military Veterans and Families Ministries, Inc., (LMVFM) 
are pleased to announce that it has accepted and signed its lease with 
Bethesda Lutheran Communities, Inc. and is now officially collocated 
along with several other Lutheran non-profit agencies in the Bethesda 
facilities at 1615 Vance Avenue, in Fort Wayne. We are thankful for the 
invitation made to us by Bethesda to partner with it and the other 
tenants in sharing their newly refurbished building at the Vance Ave. 
location. It means a great deal to us as a non-profit ministry to be 
afforded the opportunity to share operational costs and resources with 
other Lutheran agencies. By collocating with these other agencies we 
each can devote a greater portion of our precious resources to the care 
and services which we provide rather than see them applied to a full 
measure of rent and utilities which we would otherwise face in separate 
locations. This collaborative effort will allow our ministry to connect 
with other ministries in a cooperative effort to provide each of us with 
a greater array of available tools to deal with the underserved and 
neglected people whom we seek to serve. We too will be better able  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

We Need Your Help! 

If you or your group is looking for a way  

to make a difference, please take a look  

at some items we can really use: 

¶ Stamps of any denomination  

¶ Gift cards of any size  

¶ Small business envelopes 

¶ Copy paper 
 

 

Volunteers are the 

back bone of the 

LMVFM 

This summer more than a thousand 
hours were put in by our volunteers.  
If you have the time, and are looking 
for a way to help our veterans, please 
call us: 260-755-2239  
weõd love to talk to you! 

 

 

MMaarrkk  YYoouurr    

CCaalleennddaarrss!!  

Basic Training Seminar 2  

Understanding the Impact of the Deployment Cycle on 
Military Personnel and their Family Members. 

This seminar addresses the unique stressors associated with military deployments, 
and the mental and spiritual health issues that clergy members and mental health 
professionals need to be aware of. Risk and resiliency factors for both military 
personnel and their family members are discussed to help equip care providers 
with the tools they need in establishing their treatment/care plans.  
 

When: 8 October, 2010 
Time: 9am-12:30pm 
Where: LMVFM Offices 

1615 Vance Ave.  
Fort Wayne IN  46805 
Cost: $39.95 
Phone for Reservation: 260-755-2239/260-409-8551 
Seating is limited, please confirm registration by 1 October, 2010  

 


