
Summer 

To Each According to His/Her Gifts... 

Please mark your calendars today to attend the First 

Annual Remembrance Day Art Auction, a fundraiser 

supporting the work and programs for veterans and 

their families  by Lutheran Military Veterans and 

Families Ministries.   
 

A wide range of art work and mediums has been 

donated to LMVFM for this auction by artists well 

known locally and at the national level.  In addition 

to the live auction, a silent auction will also be con-

ducted at this event.  
 

By supporting the work of the LMVFM, you will 

also be provided an escape from overflowing park-

ing lots and the hordes who are already preparing to 

pack the malls and shops during the next few night-

marish months of holiday gift buying.  

Lutheran Military Veterans and Families Ministries (LMVFM)  

1615  Vance Ave., Ste. 3     

Fort Wayne,  IN  46805  

Additionally, we can also promise you that all 

of your purchases are made right here in the 

U.S.A.  

 

This fun filled evening includes music, compli-

mentary wine and hors dôOeuvres.  Tickets 

may be  purchased in advance for $10 or at the 

door for $20. For more information please call: 

260.637.6618 
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In this issue >>> 

We Salute  Lutheran Youth >>> 

What can a group of  
12-14 year old kids do? 

Every church has the ability to do something meaningful in the lives of the men 
and women who have served our country. 

What can a group of 12-14 year old Kids do? Pg. 1 
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Will You Be Ready When They Come Home?  Pg. 2 

Creative Ways to Show Your Support  Pg. 3 

Ask The Experts  Pg. 3 

Upcoming Events  Pg. 4 

Remembrance Day Art Auction  
AUTUMN RIDGE GOLF CLUB 

11 November, 2011 

 

6-7pm-Viewing of original art work, bidding 

of silent auction items begins. 

 

7pm-Live Auction begins 
 

8:30pm-Silent Auction winners announced. 

          Each term, the students at  

Baltimore Lutheran Junior High 

vote where to send their weekly 

chapel offerings. Our ministry was 

honored by their decision to  give their weekly 

offerings to our ministry in support of the work 

we do for our veterans and their families.  In 

July, we received a check for the amount of 

$300.08 from these young men and women.  

 

On the day that we received their check, I called 

their teacher, Carol Frey, whom I had first met 

last year when I had accepted an invitation from 

her husband  Pr. Thurman Frey to speak to his 

congregation about the needs of our veterans.  

 

Carol explained that once these students were 

given the information about what our ministry 

does on behalf of our veterans and their families 

their decision to support us that term had been 

easy.  We have a lot to be thankful for as a min-

istry, and as we give thanks to God for His bless-

ings we also salute these students and those who 

lead them. .  

There is a reality show about the ñDuggarò  

family that caught my attention a few years ago. 

I remember being absolutely amazed about the 

number of kids (16) they had.  

With the mystery of how the Duggars keep up 

with the housework has been solved, Iôm just 

thankful that it is their reality and not my own. 

However, as challenging as having 19 kids 

living under the same roof must be, when you 

consider the realities faced daily by many of 

our nationôs veterans and their families it 

seems to pale.  

Every church has the ability, and gifts to do 

something meaningful in the lives of our mili-

tary veterans and their families. We at the 

LMVFM welcome the opportunity to help you, 

your church, or group develop or support mili-

tary ministry outreach. Feel free to call us at 

260.755.2239, or email us at: 

lmvfm.org@gmail.com   

Blessings, Leslie 

One question kept nagging at 

me ñHow on earth did they 

manage to keep the inside of 

their house so picked up and 

clean?ò Soon a rather 

ñWaltoneskò answer emerged, 

filled with scriptural (Matt: 

25:15) under-pinning's. Every-

one in the family had chores 

and responsibilities, given to 

each according to their talents 

and abilities.    

The best evidence of this can be 

found in the churches that re-

spond to the question ñDescribe 

your military outreachò with the 

answer ñwe put their (soldiers 

currently serving) names on the 

prayer list in the bulletin/

newsletter. I believe that if they 

had the chance, and understood 

the issues at hand that weôd see 

more churches actively support-

ing military outreach programs 

for veterans and their families. 

Prayers in a bulletin 

are nice, but if thatôs 

the extent of a  

churches ministry  

outreach to veterans 

and their families then 

weôve got a problem. 

 

Bulk Rate  

US Postage  

Paid 

Permit No. 114  

Unfortunately, the average American knows less 

about the issues faced by our veterans and their 

families, than they do about those of reality show 

families,. 

 

89 Baltimore Lutheran Junior High  students pool 

their talents, and abilities in support of LMVFMôs     

   out reach to military Veterans and  

their families!  

 1st Annual    Remembrance   Day   A rt   A uction  
 
11 November, 2011 

Fall    Lutheran Military Veterans and Families Ministries, Inc.    2011 

 
The board of directors of  

Lutheran Military Veterans  
and  

Families Ministries  
invites you to join with us as we 
give thanks to God for our  

4th year of service as a ministry 
to veterans and their families.  

 

 

Please join us on  

21 October, 2011  

from 4pm-6pm for cake and 

light refreshments. 

www.lmvfm.org 

 þServing with Christüs love those who serveÿ 



Veterans Answer the Call to... 

ask the expert >>> LMVFM Board Attorney Max Meyers 

ñGet Thee to the Nunneryò 

Q. Can I donate my used car 
to the LMVFM and receive a 
tax deduction?  

ñCheck Your Drawersò 

During the first weekend in June, and then in September, two groups of women veterans ascended the hill  

to the Victory Noll Retreat Center, which also serves as the motherhouse of the ñOur Lady  of Victory Mis-

sionary Sistersò. No,  these women were not answering a call to become nuns, but rather were our second 

and third groups of women warriors who came together to take part in a wellness retreat designed  

specifically for female veterans.  

Thank you to all of our friends who have 

ñChecked their Drawersò and sent us their 

unused postage. Since launching this ap-

peal, you have made it possible for the 

LMVFM to send out nearly 100 pieces of 

mail.  

The demand for stamps continues, so if you 

havenôt already done so, please go ñcheck 

your drawersò! 

The dates of the next Women Warriors Wellness  

Retreat are 13-15 January, 2012.  

 

For more information please call the Retreat 

Center at 260.356.0628 ext. 174 or the LMVFM 

at 260.755.2239 

Answer: 5ƻƴŀǝƴƎ ŀ ŎŀǊ ǘƻ [a±Ca ƛǎ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ 
ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŬǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǘŀȄ ŘŜŘǳŎǝƻƴΦ  [a±Ca ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǇŜǊǿƻǊƪ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŘǳŎǝƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦ 

For more information please email us at:  lmvfm.org@gmail.com  

 ²ƘŜƴ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ 

CŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ±ƛŎǘƻǊȅ bƻƭƭ 

wŜǘǊŜŀǘ /ŜƴǘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ IǳƴǝƴƎǘƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ 

hŶŎŜΣ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǳǎ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘ 

ǘƘŜ ŘŜŜǇ ǳƴƳŜǘ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǊŜǘǊŜŀǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎŀƭƭȅ ŘŜπ

ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΦ IƻǿŜǾπ

ŜǊΣ ŀƊŜǊ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǊŜǘǊŜŀǘ ƛƴ WǳƴŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ 

ǿŀǎ ƴƻ Řƻǳōǘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ 

ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘȅ ƻǳǊ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ 

ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎΦ  
 

¦ƴƭƛƪŜ ƻǳǊ ŬǊǎǘ ƻƴŜ-Řŀȅ ǊŜǘǊŜŀǘ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΣ ǿŜ ŜȄπ

ǇŀƴŘŜŘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǊŜǘǊŜŀǘǎ ǘƻ ŎƻǾŜǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ Řŀȅǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

ƪƛŎƪ ƻũ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ CǊƛŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŎƻƻƪƻǳǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜ 

ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴƻƻƴ ƳŜŀƭ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ŀƊŜǊƴƻƻƴΦ   

 

.ȅ ŀƭƭ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǊŜǘǊŜŀǘǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƻǳǊ 

ǊŜǘǊŜŀǘŀƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǊŜƴŜǿŀƭΣ ōǳǘ 

ŀƭǎƻ ƎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ 

ǿƻƳŜƴ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦŜǿ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ǿƘƻ 

ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǝƻƴǎ ŀǊƳŜŘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΦ 

LMVFM launches its latest program 

ñFreedom Through Artò (F.T.A.) for veterans 

and their families.  ���Š�‡���Ž�ƒ�„�›�”�‹�•�–�Š���‹�•���‘�•�‡���‘�ˆ���•�‡�˜�‡�”�ƒ�Ž���ƒ�…�–�‹�˜�‹�–�‹�‡�•���—�•�‡�†��
�„�›���˜�‡�–�‡�”�ƒ�•�•���†�—�”�‹�•�‰���–�Š�‡�‹�”���–�‹�•�‡���‘�ˆ���’�”�ƒ�›�‡�”���ƒ�•�†��
�”�‡�Ð�Ž�‡�…�–�‹�‘�•�ä��       CΦ¢Φ!Φ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ 

ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǘŀǇ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ DƻŘ 
ƎƛǾŜƴ ŎǊŜŀǝǾŜ ǘŀƭŜƴǘǎ-ƛƴ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜȅ 
ǘŀƪŜΦ aƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘƭȅ ǿŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊǘ 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ƘǳƳŀƴǎ ŀ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǿŀȅ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƻ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΦ ²Ŝ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ǿƛŘŜ 
ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƻ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ  ŦƻǊ 
ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎΣ ǇŀƛƴǝƴƎΣ ǎŎǊŀǇ ōƻƻƪƛƴƎΣ ƴŜŜŘƭŜ 
ǿƻǊƪΣ ŎŀǊŘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎΣ ǿŜ ŜǾŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ 
ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƳƻŘŜƭǎΦ  
 

        ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎǎ ŦǊƻƳ с-уǇƳ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ 
мсмр ±ŀƴŎŜ !ǾŜΦ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ  CƻǊǘ ²ŀȅƴŜΦ CƻǊ 
ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎŀƭƭΥ нслΦтррΦнноф  

�²���F�K�Ù���I�K���³ 
Q.  Will You Be Ready  

When They Come  

Home?  

 

A.  Probably Not  

 

 
 

LMVFMôs creative team teaching materials and techniques for community counselors, clergy and other care providers 

focus on the unique spiritual and psychological challenges faced by many military personnel and their families  

returning home from war.  

ñPutting a face on lives interruptedò 
 

Veteran Counselor, and LMVFM Training 

Team member Ann Smith shares critical 

insights into providing care to veterans and 

their families with Basic Training students.  

what civilian clergy, mental health professionals and other caregivers know 
about service members is based on what they have seen on television or 
in the movies. While certain shows do a better job than others to offer us 
a realistic glimpse into lives of those who serve, in reality they each fail to 
nail it.  

Armyôs recording breaking suicide rate in  

July a grim reminder of the realities of war and 

a foretaste of whatôs to come..  

 
       In just under ten years at war, the Army       
announced in July, 2011 a record breaking 32 sol-
diers had committed suicide. Any number of factors 
contribute to a persons decision to commit suicide. 
What we do know about military suicides since 9/11 
is that approximately 2/3rds of the troops had been 
deployed at least once. 
 
We also know that the majority of these suicides 
have taken place not in some foreign field of battle -
but right here back home. Suicides though, are only 
one of the many challenges veterans and their fami-
lies are struggling with that communities, churches, 
counselors, and those who work in human care fields 
need to come to grips with and quickly.  
 
Unfortunately, the majority of civilian caregivers are 
to various degrees ill-equipped to effectively under-
stand and work with military veterans and their family 
members. Like the majority (90+ percent) of Ameri-
cans, who have not served in the military most of  

�7�K�L�V���L�V���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���G�U�L�Y�L�Q�J���U�H�D�V�R�Q�V���E�H�K�L�Q�G���W�K�H���/�0�9�)�0�¶�V���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���H�P�S�K�D�V�L�V��
on providing quality training programs for community care providers. The 
need to provide training programs for our community care providers has 
never been greater.  

 Military personnel form a fairly distinct sub -set of 
American society governed by a separate set of laws, 
norms, traditions and values from the civilian popula-
tion and since there really is a military culture, indi-
viduals who leave the military after many years of 
active duty experience the same type of culture 
shock as any other new comer to American culture. 
 

ñOf the 2.5 Million military personnel who have 
served since 9/11, nearly 1 Million have come 
from the National Guard or Reservesò  

 
 Long gone are the days when a National Guard or 
Reserve member served one weekend a month and a 
two week summer camp. Of the 2.5 million military 
personnel who have served since 9/11, nearly 1 mil-
lion come from the National Guard or Reserves. Un-
�O�L�N�H�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�S�D�U�W�V�� �R�Q�� �D�F�W�L�Y�H�� �G�X�W�\���� �W�K�H�V�H�� �³�F�L�W�L�]�H�Q��
�V�R�O�G�L�H�U�V�´�� �D�U�H�� �G�L�V�F�K�D�U�J�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�L�Q�� �D�� �Z�H�H�N�� �R�I�� �U�H�W�X�U�Q�L�Q�J��
home from combat tours, with the expectation by 
many that they should be able to pick up where they 
left off with little to no difficulty. Unfortunately, that 
is generally not the case, as the statistics for sui-
cides, divorce, substance abuse...etc. bear out. 

LMVFMôs Training Programs for Caregivers, Make a Difference in the Lives of  Veterans/Families and Those 
Who Care For Them 

�z�}�µ���D���Ç���K�v�o�Ç���'���š���K�v�������Z���v�����X�X�X 
�D���v�š���o�����v�����^�‰�]�Œ�]�š�µ���o���Z�����o�š�Z���]�v�i�µ�Œ�]���•�����u�}�v�P���u�]�o�]�š���Œ�Ç���À���š���Œ���v�•���Á�]�š�Z�]�v�����}�u�u�µ�v�]�Ÿ���•�����Œ�����š���•���Z�µ�P���������u���v����������
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